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them; for the Hittite inscriptions already known are
very numerous.
After tire Hittite period, and perhaps during or even
before it, the rest of Asia Minor was divided up among
a host of tribes who lived in the mountains or occupied
the river valleys of that region which is so completely
broken Tip by irregular chains of mountains and high
plateaus. No less than fifteen separate nations, speaking
almost as many tongues, appear in the very earliest
records. These records are scant indeed.
Then appears, like a flash in the dark, a highly devel-
oped Hellenic culture in Ionia, that strip along the
JUgean Sea. How early it came there or by "what means,
we do not know. Of their civilization, their art, their
languages, we know next to nothing; not "because the
knowledge is not to be had, but because we do not look
for it in the places where we know it is buried. In addi-
tion to our knowledge of the high culture of the feder-
ated city-states of Ionia, we begin to receive informa-
tion, through Greek channels, of highly civilized native
states in touch with the Hellenic world. We see Persia
advancing to overthrow one state after another. Then
Alexander the Great sets them free, or takes them into
his new empire, then they pass into a new empire, the
empire of Rome, under whose sway they were encour-
aged to continue the march of Hellenistic culture. At
Didyma, Priene, Sardis and Aphrodisias, one may see
the splendid remains of temples that have been over-
thrown, as at Magnesia, Teos and Pergamos. From sev-
eral places exquisite pieces of sculpture have been taken,
after little or no excavation, to adorn the great muse-
ums of Europe, among which may be mentioned the
sculptures from the Mausoleum at Halikarnassus and the
beantiful marble Demeter of Cnidus now in the British
Museum, and the remarkable reliefs from the great altar
of Pergainos now in the Museum at Berlin* These may

